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Make -Up Days  
  The District has experienced four (4) weather-related school 
cancellations. At this time, the make-up days are as follows: 
 December 9 ï Make-up on Thursday, May 27 
 December 10 ï Make-up on Friday, May 28 
 January 7 ï Make-up on Thursday, March 11 
 January 20 ï Make-up on Tuesday, June 1 
 

Kindergarten R egistration ~ Monday, 

March 8  
   Itôs that time of year, but with changes! Registration for incoming 
kindergarten students will be held in the MP (lunch) room at 9:00 
a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  We will be doing hearing and vision 
assessments with the children in the fall, so you do not need 
to bring your student for registration.  
  If you have a youngster or know of one who will be five (5) on or 
before September 15, 2010, please call Carol at 849-1102, ext. 
601 and leave the following information: 

 Childôs full legal name 

 Childôs date of birth 

 Both parentôs names 

 Address 

 Phone number 
***If your child is already enrolled in our preschool program, 

you do not need to contact us*** 

Pointer Pup Pre -School Round -Up ~ 

Friday, March 19  
   We need your assistance in compiling our list of children for the 
2010-11 three-year and four-year old Pointer Pup Pre-School.  The 
PPPS provides a quality preschool program with opportunities for 
your child to develop readiness skills for kindergarten through 
appropriate activities and experiences. Our Pre-K teachers use 
Creative Curriculum and Opening the World of Learning (OWLS) 
curriculum in their classrooms. Both are research-based, field-
tested and designed to develop language and early literacy skills in 
the context rich content ï building a foundation in mathematics, 
science and social studies. 
   As part of our continued plan to stay abreast of our early 
childhood needs, please take the time to complete the preliminary 
information for each child you intend to enroll in our 2010 three- 
and four-year old preschool class. Access the district website: 
www.cpuschools.org, click on the PreSchool link, and complete the 
on-line form. If you do not have access to the Internet or if you 
have any questions, please contact Jennifer Burkhart at 849-1102 
ext. 223 or e-mail jburkhart@cpuschools.org. 

   Pre-School Round-Up will be held on Friday, March 19.  
Information will be sent out in early March.  Our goal is to remove 
as many obstacles as possible to make preschool workable for you 
and your child. Please complete the on-line information by 
February 13, so the district can use your input to begin the initial 
planning for next yearôs classes. 
 

FROM THE MIDDLEé.. 

Be In School, On Time, Every Day  
   School starts at 8:25 at the middle school. When you miss 
school, you miss lectures, notes, class discussions, assignments, 
quizzes and tests.  It doesnôt matter how good you are about 
making up your work, you can never make up all of what you miss, 
even if youôre out of school for only one day.  To get good grades, 
you must be in school every day.  Unless you have an extended 
illness or a serious health problem, you should miss no more than 
five or six days of school a year.   

Responsible Students Learn to Plan 

Their Time  
   Responsible people meet their obligations-whether itôs turning in 
school work when itôs due or having a report on the bossô desk 
when itôs needed.  But it takes planning. 

 Use A Time Log To Get A Grip On 
Time - One of childrenôs biggest 
excuses for not doing what they need to 
is, ñI donôt have enough time!ò  The fact 
is:  They have all the time there is.  
They just need to learn to use their time 
wisely. To do that, they need to see 
where their time goes now.  For one full week, have your child 
write down what she/he is doing every 15 minutes.  At the end of 
the week talk about what she/he has learned about how their 
time is really being spent. 

 Help Children Set A Daily Schedule - Many children are 
natural procrastinators. They put things off until the last possible 
minute, or they donôt do them at all.  A daily schedule helps a 
child do what needs to be doneéand by a reasonable hour, 

 é.Or A Weekly Schedule - The daily schedule can also be 
expanded to a weekly schedule.  All thatôs needed is plain 
notebook or ruled paper.  Make a heading for each day of the 
week.  Then fill in the times and the various activities. 

 Keep A Schedule For 21 Days and Itõll Be A Habit - Keeping a 
daily schedule can become one of the most helpful habits a child 
can have.  Experts say if a child keeps a schedule for just 21 
days, it will likely become a habit for many years. 
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We've got trouble, my friend, right 

here at CPU Middle School!   
   The 7th and 8th grade choir is proud to announce their spring 
musical for 2010 will be Meredith Willson's The Music Man. This 
story, set in River City, Iowa at the turn of the century, tells of a con 
man who tries to sell communities on the idea of a boysô band, only 
to take their money and run. This time, however, his feelings get in 

the way of his con game and, well, you'll 
have to come see the show to find out 
what happens. 
   Meredith Willson was born and raised in 
Mason City, Iowa and based many of the 
characters in this musical off those of his 
youth, including his own mother. He was a 

very famous composer of song and stage and a historically 
significant individual for the state of Iowa.  
   If you've never seen The Music Man, or if you know it well, we 
ask you to join us at the middle school on Monday and Tuesday, 
March 29 and 30 at 7:00 for our rendition of this all time favorite. 
Tickets are available at the door for $3.00 for students and $4.00 
for adults.  

Peace Poster Winners!  
   Last November, the Middle School had two 8th grade students 
win their area Lions Club Peace Poster Contest - Rachel Sackett 
for Urbana and Andrea Ferguson for Center Point. Each student 
was awarded a $50 savings bond. The Lions Peace Poster 
Contest is an international contest that encourages children, ages 
11-13, to creatively express what peace means to them. This 
yearôs contest theme was ñThe Power of Peace.ò  Congratulations 
to our winners and good luck at Districts! 

Middle School Families  
  Please mark your calendars for Monday, March 8, 6:00-8:00 
p.m. for the CPU Middle School Mixer!  In an effort to keep our kids 
safe from alcohol, drugs, and other dangers, we are hosting an 
event to connect parents.  The evening will include a free family 
dinner, fun activities for the middle school students, workshops for 
parents on prevention of risky youth behaviors, free childcare for 
younger siblings and family games for all.   More details will be 
coming soon.   

Middle School Conferences  
   Parents will be receiving information about the on-line sign-up for 
the middle school conferences on February 23 and 25 from 2:00 to 
7:30 p.m. Students organizing material, reviewing what they have 
learned, and presenting the material is a great extension of the 
classroom. As always, if you have any questions or concerns at 
this time about your childôs progress, call now.  Please do not wait! 
 

FROM THE HIGH 

SCHOOLé 

 

 

FROM THE HIGH SCHOOLé 

Post Prom ô10 
   Prom is fast approaching and plans for Post Prom are 
underway!  Mark your calendar for April 24, so you can help out 
and have some fun, too!  We are asking that each junior parent 

bring a dozen cookies or a pan of bars for the big night. The next 

meeting is Wednesday, February 3, at 6:30 in the elementary 
blue pod, so come and find out whatôs already been planned and 
join the fun for what still needs to be done.   
   Thank you to many people who have already helped, and thank 
you in advance to those of you who plan to get involved! 

Art Student of the Month ð Sond ra Vine  

   Sondra was inspired by a project previously created in another 
class (Intermediate Art) which emphasized enlarging a face and 
using collage techniques to create various values in the face.  She 
really enjoyed that assignment and wanted to expand on her 
original idea and enlarge a picture of a face, but this time try a new 
medium and technique. This untitled piece was created by using 
permanent marker and the technique of stippling.  Stippling is the 
process of creating numerous dots next to one another to create a 
variety of values --the closer the dots the darker the value appears; 
the further apart, the lighter the value appears in those particular 
areas.  Sondra's work is mostly a product of her imagination, but 
she is also inspired and influenced by things she sees, such as 
objects, pictures and people.  
  Some of Sondra's other interests include hanging out with friends, 
family, playing guitar and baking. She is also involved in a number 
of extra-curricular activities at CPUHS:  Lean On Me, J.E.L. 
Biology Club, Storm Troopers, Honor Society and Vice-President 
of the Art Club.  Sondra is the daughter of Kim and Marty Vine; has 
two siblings, Spencer and Maria; and plans on attending Iowa 
State University or the University of Minnesota majoring in Graphic 
Design or Secondary Art Education. 

 
 

 

 

 

CLASS OF 2010 
Colors  

 Black Gowns w/Gold Stoles 
Flower  

 Yellow Tiger Lily 
Class Motto 

ñDo not go where the path may lead; go instead where there is no path  
and leave a trailò. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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